2. A European school as a school of equal opportunities
In the sight of the basic international documents a European school is a school of equal opportunities. Is it true in the case of the Polish system of education?  The social model as well as the actual structure of education suggest that schools are for everyone. According to GUS (Central Statistical Office) 18-20 % of Polish children and teenagers have special educational needs. 

Due to the educational politics of the European Union the basis of a preservation of human dignity and of a full usage of the human rights is an integration of disabled people and their complete participation in a social life.

The most important documents concerning education as the crucial right of every person are:

· The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948)

· The Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989)

· The World Declaration on Education for All (1990)

· He Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (1993)

· The Salamanca Statement and Framework for Action on Special Needs Education(1994)

· The Amsterdam Treaty (1997)

· The Declaration of Madrid (2002)

The countries of the European Union should provide all children and teenagers, including these with disabilities, with the rule of equal educational opportunities on the level of primary, secondary and high school.

After many years of the segregational  system of education in Poland  the first step to achieve this goal is an integration. Nowadays, in the context of satisfying students’ educational needs, deciding by their professional life and becoming independent this idea seems to be insufficient. 

There is a need of creating one community of learning people based on a solidarity between teenagers with special needs and their peers. What is more, there is a need of creating  the same conditions of achieving adulthood like preparing to perform professional duties. In Poland it is still difficult to accept the idea of the education of inclusion based on human rights (according to which every form of segregation is morally wrong) propagated in the Scandinavian countries, Canada and the USA in 1970s. 

Unfortunately, there is still much to do to transform Polish education system based on segregation (special schools for students with moderate intellectual ability and deficits) through the integrated education to the education of inclusion. Despite various legislative changes the Polish educational system is still not adjusted to students with special education needs as tt resembles the traditional, segregational model. The crucial differences are presented in the following grid:

	Traditional model
	Model of inclusion (Jönsson 1995).

	Education for the chosen ones 
	Education for everyone

	Static approach
	Elastic approach

	Collective teaching 
	Individualised teaching

	Stress on teaching
	Stress on learning

	Concentration on a subject and a syllabus
	Concentration on students

	Diagnostically-descriptive approach based on deficits 
	Holistic approach based on abilities 


	Opportunities limited by segregation 
	Equal opportunities for everyone
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Even though on the legislative level the existing settlements are profitable for students with special needs, they are often opposite to the everyday educational practice. Moreover, it is visible that they do not create a real opportunity to prepare all disabled people to their independence and professional duties. On the level of the local authorities responsible for providing such training it is often caused by economical difficulties. Consequently, the number of schools is inadequate to the needs and does not guarantee every interested students finishing lower secondary schools in integrated classes a continuation of professional education (in Zabrze, whose population is about 200 thousand, there are only two such schools: Centrum Kształcenia Praktycznego and Zespół Szkół Zawodowych nr 42).

A European school is a school of equal opportunities, exchange of thoughts and experiences. It requires tolerance, acceptance, creativity and reflection of teachers, local authorities and local community. In Polish reality it is not only an idea but also a necessity. It results in a change of present habits and values, an exchange of information and pattern on other countries which have spectacular achievements in this field. The equality and freedom are the crucial values of the European education and the examples of the Scandinavian countries, Italy, Canada, the USA and the UK show that it is a process possible and achievable in the conditions of a school of equal opportunities. 
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